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History

National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA)

* Originally passed in 1969, amended over the years

* Requires federal agencies to assess the environmental
effects of their proposed actions prior to making decisions

Objectives:

» Provide federal agencies with legal authority to address
environmental issues

= Require consideration of environmental impacts prior to
government decisions

= Foster intergovernmental coordination and cooperation

= Enhance public awareness and participation in federal
government planning and decision making



What are the NEPA Requirements for Mississippi?

NEPA compliance for Section 40101(d) Grid Resilience formula grants is being
conducted in two phases. The first phase covers the federal funding to states
and tribes, the second phase covers the state funding to individual projects.

1. With the initial grant application, applicants must submit an Environmental
Questionnaire addressing only the technical assistance and administrative
activities (identified as “Group A” activities in the Environmental
Questionnaire) performed under the grant.

2. After the grant is awarded, the State or Indian tribe must submit an
Environmental Questionnaire for each proposed resilience project and
subaward, in accordance with the Resilience Project and
Subaward/Subcontract Notification Term in the ALRD (term will also be in
the resulting grant agreements).
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What Will You Need to Do For Your Projects?

» Grant applicants will submit information about their projects’
potential environmental impacts on an Environmental
Questionnaire

= DOE uses the Environmental Questionnaire to determine
the appropriate level of NEPA review based on project
details

= Selected applicants will be responsible to acquire all
necessary environmental permits to operate.
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Environmental Questionnaire

U.5. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY MNATIONAL ENERGY TECHNOLOGY LABORATORY

The purpose of this form is to document details of site ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE
conditions, environmental considerations, and potential _
significant environmental impacts for a project location to . POCISMAAY -

S u p po rt a N atio n a | E nVi ro n m e nta I POI i Cy Act ( N E PA) S %i::?:::;:IS?:::::::;E pettginsitoa: [ Prime Recipient [0 Subrecipient or Subcontractar
review determination.

. Project Titie:

. Principal Investigator: Telephone Mumber:

3
4.
5. Expectred Project Durafion:
&

. Location of Acfivities covered by this Environmental Guestionnaire: [Ciry/To nship, Caunty, State|:

7. Provide a summary and full scope of activities planned only for the location that is the subject of this Ervironmenta
Guestionnaire. Describe physical activities, not cverall goals and cojectives.

* Note 1: Adequate map(s) need to be provided along with the

EQ; Google Earth is recommended in order to provide e o e S o B pHEE

locations noted beke s must have an Ervironmental Guestionnaire specific to each location. If mere spoce is needed,

S uﬁi Ci e nt d eta i I fO r p roj eCt I Ocati O n (S ) . please provide an amachment to this Environmental Guesticnnaire.

Additional Frime Recipient localion(s), or subrecipient/

Location of activit
subcontractor location(s) ecaiion stasiiiies

 Note 2: The DOE NEPA compliance team may require a
permission letter from an appropriate agency overseeing
proposed work on any national/state park or historic district g
lands. Access letters may be requested from the US Forest

[ Routine agdministrative, procurement, fraining, and perconnel actions. Confract activifies/av ards for management

support, financial asdstance, and technical services in support of agency business, programes, projects. and goals.

S e rVi Ce ] State P a rkS D e pa rtm e n t, State H i Sto ri C Literature searches and information gathering, matenial inventaries, property surveys; data analyss, computer modeling.,

. . . andlytical revier s, technical summary, conceptual design, feasibiity studies, document preparation, data dissemination,
P re S e rva tl o n Oﬁl Ce r S H P O Trl b e ’ S T H P O etC and paper studies. Technicd assistance including financial planning, assistance, classroom fraining, publc meetings,
J J " management training, survey participation, acogemic contribution, tecnnical consuitation, and stakehohders’ surveys.
Workshop and conference planning, p ratiom, and implementation © mich may invalve promoting enengy efficiency,
rene gble energy, and energy conservation.

STOF! if oll work achivities reloted fo this project be clossified and described within categories under Group A, proceed
; it i ion is required.
ue filling out quesfionnaire.
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https://www.netl.doe.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/451-1-1-3_8-27%20update.pdf

Environmental Reviews

NEPA provides for 3 different levels of analysis:

Categorical Exclusion (CE or CX or CatEx) — A federal action
may be "categorically excluded" from a detailed environmental
analysis when the federal action normally does not have a
significant effect on the human environment.

Environmental Assessment (EA) — DOE can determine that
Categorical Exclusion does not apply to a proposed action. The
federal agency may then prepare an Environmental Assessment

(EA). The EA determines whether or not a federal action has the
potential to cause significant environmental effects.

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) — DOE can prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) if a proposed major
federal action is determined to significantly affect the quality of
the human environment. The regulatory requirements for an EIS
are more detailed and rigorous than the requirements for an EA.
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https://www.epa.gov/nepa/national-environmental-policy-act-review-process

National Environmental Policy Act

= DOE must comply with NEPA to authorize the use of federal funds. Proposed resilience project activities and

all subawards must go through the NEPA review and approval process.
= for projects with potential environmental impacts, please allow adequate time in your schedule for the NEPA

compliance process.

= Some examples of Categorical Exclusions (CXs) are:
— Construction of powerlines 10 miles or less, or 20 miles or less along existing rights-of-way
— Upgrading or rebuilding 20 miles or less of existing powerlines

— Routine maintenance:
* Repair or replace facility equipment, structure repair/replacement (doors, windows, floor, etc.)
* Repair, maintenance, testing, calibration, decontamination, and other activities related to some grid components

= A full list of DOE Categorical Exclusions (CXs) can be found here:

10CFRPart1021.pdf (energy.gov)
= The NEPA compliance officer will make the CX determination based on the EQ submitted by the Recipient.
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https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/10CFRPart1021.pdf

Environmental Reviews

If any projects are likely to require an environmental assessment (EA) or environmental impact statement
(EIS), the DOE NEPA representative will provide further guidance.

If DOE determines certain studies or records must be prepared to complete the NEPA review process (e.g.,
biological evaluations or environmental assessments), the costs to prepare the necessary records may be
included as part of the project costs.

Accordingly, if the resilience project that is being proposed is likely to have environmental impacts warranting
additional studies and NEPA reviews prior to receiving DOE concurrence to proceed, States and Indian tribes are
advised to account for that in the implementation schedule for that project.

https://www.enerqgy.qov/sites/default/files/2025-06/2025-06-30-DOE-NEPA-Procedures.pdf
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https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/2025-06-30-DOE-NEPA-Procedures.pdf
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