Title 6: Economic Development

Part 4: Community Services

Chapter 13: Amended Mississippi Main Street Revitalization Grant Program

Rule 13.1 Program Objective.

A.

The Mississippi Main Street Revitalization Grant Program (“MMSRGP”) is administered
by the Mississippi Development Authority (“MDA”) and is designed to make grants to
eligible recipients for projects leading to the revitalization of Mississippi’s downtowns or
communities.

The MMSRGP is authorized under the “Mississippi Main Street Revitalization Grant
Program Act” (“Act”), codified at Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq.. Funding for grants
to eligible applicants is derived from appropriations or funds otherwise made available by
the Mississippi Legislature.

MDA will accept applications from eligible recipients, prioritize these applications, and,
in consultation with the Mississippi Main Street Association (“MMSA”), make
recommendations to the Mississippi Legislature no later than December 1 of each year.
The Legislature shall review these recommendations and determine the projects that will
be funded through an appropriation bill awarding grant funds.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); Senate Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.2 Eligible Recipient. “Eligible Recipients” shall be the following entities:

A.

A “Main Street Designated Community,” which is a Mississippi “municipality” as
defined by Miss. Code Ann. § 21-27-11, or a local Main Street Program that:

1. has achieved and maintained “Designated Community Status” from the MMSA,

2. i1s a good-standing member of MMSA, and

3. has obtained Section 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status or Section 501(c)(4) tax-exempt

status or Section 501(c)(6) tax-exempt status from the Internal Revenue Service;

A “Main Street Network Community,” which is a Mississippi “municipality” as defined
by Miss. Code Ann. § 21-27-11 and is a good-standing Network Community Member of
MMSA;
A “Main Street Associate Community,” which is a Mississippi “municipality” as defined
by Miss. Code Ann. § 21-27-11 and is a good-standing Associate Community Member of
MMSA;
A Mississippi “city,” which is a unit of local government as defined by Miss. Code Ann.
§ 21-1-1 and that otherwise meets the requirements of the Act;
A Mississippi “county,” which is a unit of local government as established by the
Mississippi Constitution and set forth in Miss. Code Ann. § 19-1-1, ef seq. and that
otherwise meets the requirements of the Act; or
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F.

A “Business Improvement District,” which is an entity created under the “Business
Improvement District Act” (Miss. Code Ann. §§ 21-43-101, ef seq.) and that otherwise
meet the requirements of the Act.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session; Miss. Code Ann. § 19-1-1, ef seq.; Miss. Code Ann. § 21-1-1; Miss. Code
Ann. § 21-27-11; Miss. Code Ann. § 21-43-101, et seq.; 26 U.S. Code § 501.

Rule 13.3 Eligible Projects. The intent of the Act is to make grants available to selected Eligible
Recipients for projects that will lead to the revitalization of Mississippi’s downtowns or
communities. Eligible Projects include those that acquire and improve land for this purpose, the
preservation and rehabilitation of historic downtown structures and sites, and initiatives that will
produce a revitalization to the economy of the historic downtown areas.

The Act directs that Eligible Projects must address the following criteria:

A.

F.

G.

The demonstration of local financial need by providing documentation demonstrating
that, but for the grant award, there are insufficient funds existing from any other sources
for the project, such documentation consisting of bank statements and other financial
records;

Projects that demonstrate high local impact through economic impact studies,
urban/community studies, cost/benefit analysis, projected revenue and/or tax generation,
and related analyses;

Projects that produce a high level of public benefit as demonstrated from impact studies
and documented public support for the project;

Projects that demonstrate best practices in preservation as endorsed, qualified, and/or
certified by the Mississippi Department of Archives and History (“MDAH”), the National
Trust for Historic Preservation, the Mississippi Heritage Trust, the American Institute of
Architects, a local historic preservation commission, a related entity as recognized by
MDAH, and/or an expert in historic preservation as recognized by MDAH;

Projects with local administration, which means those who have designated certified
grant managers/administrators or those with at least five (5) years of grant management
experience, and implementation capacity, which means those Eligible Recipients who
have previously successfully administered to closeout projects using state or federal
grants without any monitoring or audit findings and who have in place all required
policies and procedures to successfully administer a grant;

The distribution of geographic size and location of the project by producing maps of the
project site and its impact based on the aforesaid impact studies; and

Projects that will be completed on time by creating specific project timelines and
milestones.

Supporting documentation for all of the aforesaid criteria must be submitted with the Application
for it to be considered. Submitting such documentation after the application deadline will not be
considered.



Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.4 Match Requirements. The Act mandates that MMSRGP may not be used to finance one
hundred percent (100%) of the cost of any project. Eligible Recipients with a population of over
ten thousand (10,000) will be required to have a local cash match of twenty percent (20%) of the
grant amount requested and awarded. Eligible Recipients with a population of less than ten
thousand (10,000), will be required to have a local cash match of ten percent (10%) for the first
One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) requested, then will be required to have a local
cash match of twenty percent (20%) for any amount over One Hundred Thousand Dollars
($100,000.00) in grant funds requested and awarded. The local cash match must be secured as of
the time of application and must be demonstrated through a bank statement or an equivalent
financial statement.

Matching funds must be expended at a proportionate rate with grant funds and recorded on the
Request for Cash.

In addition to this requirement, the Eligible Recipient must demonstrate within the application
that it has sufficient funding to complete the project if costs are estimated to exceed the
MMSRGP grant and match funds.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.5 Application Requirements. Applications for funding in the MMSRGP shall be accepted
by MDA via web portal which will be opened on a date certain as determined and set by MDA
with written notification and shall remain open for thirty (30) calendar days thereafter, after
which no further applications shall be accepted. The web portal will be made available on
MDA'’s website (www.mississippi.org). MDA will not consider any applications submitted
outside the portal.

A. Applications must provide all required information, including the following specific

information:

1. The name, address, and contact information of the applicant and identification of how
the applicant meets the requirements of being an Eligible Recipient;

2. The name of the designated Main Street program, if any, and what level of
membership it holds with MMSA;

3. The name and address of any benefiting entities, if different;

4. A detailed description of the project and a narrative explaining how the project leads
to the revitalization of a Mississippi downtown or community;

5. A detailed narrative addressing each of the criteria set forth in Rule 13.3 (if a criterion
is not applicable to a project, such must be indicated in the Application);

6. The amount of required match funds and any other funding, public or private, that
have been secured and that will be utilized exclusively for the project;
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7. Cost estimate for the project submitted by an engineer, architect, or appropriate
official;

8. A proposed budget for the project; and

9. Timeline for implementation and completion of the project within two (2) years of
grant award.

B. Applicants will provide at the time of application all supporting documentation in
Portable Document Format (.pdf) via the web portal. No documents will be accepted once
the submission deadline has passed and the portal is closed. Among the documents which
should be submitted are the following:

1. Project maps, construction drawings, blueprints, and/or related project renderings;

2. The downtown master plan;

3. Ifthe applicant is a public entity, an executed copy of the local unit of government’s
resolution of authorization to apply for grant funds;

4. If the applicant is a public entity, an executed copy of the local unit of government’s
resolution committing matching funds to the project;

5. Bank statements or financial records documenting the availability of the local cash
match funds committed to the project;

6. Bank statements, financial commitment letters, loan documents, documentation of
other grant funds, and related records documenting additional funds, if any,
committed to completing the project;

7. Records of any property acquisitions, including, but not limited to, closing
documents, offers to acquire property, and commitments to acquire property;

8. Documentation of public support for the project, including records of public hearings
held, letters of support (including, but not limited to, public officials, local businesses,
chambers of commerce, community organizations, associations, non-profit entities,
and individual citizens), petitions, resolutions from public agencies and entities, and
related documentation; and

9. Proof of registration with the Mississippi Secretary of State, if applicable, as well as
the entity’s good standing with that office as of the time of application.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.6 Approval Process for Grants. All applications will be reviewed for eligibility,
including, but not limited to, ensuring that the proposed Eligible Recipient meets the
requirements of Rule 13.2 and that the proposed project addresses the purpose of the MMSRGP.
Following the eligibility review, the application will be submitted to a scoring committee, which
will consist of at least one representative of MDA, one representative of MDAH, and one
representative of MMSA.. The scoring committee will score all eligible applications submitted by
the deadline per the criteria established by the Act and set forth in Rule 13.3, as well as factors
related to the completeness of the application. Following this, MDA will prioritize the
applications based on the scoring for consideration by the Legislature. MDA will submit a



prioritized list of eligible applications and suggested Eligible Recipients to the Legislature no
later than December 1 of each year.

The Legislature will review and determine the projects for which to award MMSRGP grants to
Eligible Recipients and shall make said grant funds available through an appropriation bill.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.7 Award Process. Upon MMSRGP funds being appropriated by the Legislature, MDA
will issue a binding grant agreement to be executed by the awarded Eligible Recipient, as
designated by the Legislature, and MDA for the specific amount appropriated by the Legislature
and for the specific project set forth in the application. Any expenses incurred by Eligible
Recipient prior to execution of the grant agreement will not be reimbursed by MDA from grant
funds, except for those expenses specifically allowed by the Act.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.8 Grant Agreement Modifications. Should any amendments, modifications, or extensions
to the grant agreement be necessary following execution, such must take place through a written
request to MDA. When making such a written request, the Eligible Recipient must provide the
specific amendment, modification and/or extension being sought, a narrative written justification
for the same, and supporting documentation for the request. The request must be signed by the
authorized representative of the Eligible Recipient. MDA will consider the request and issue a
written decision to the Eligible Recipient. If the request is granted, MDA will provide an
amendment to the grant agreement or other appropriate written modification, which must be
executed by the Eligible Recipient and MDA before the modification and/or amendment will be
considered effective. No amendments, modifications, or extensions will be considered legally
effective until the process is completed with executed amendments and/or modifications in place
between the parties. Any action taken before completion of this process will be considered a
violation of the terms of the grant agreement and appropriate action will be taken, including, but
not limited to, cancellation of the grant agreement and a demand for repayment of funds, if
appropriate.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.9 Mississippi Procurement Law. The Eligible Recipient and any benefiting party of the
grant funds must adhere to and follow Mississippi state procurement laws, as provided in Title
31, Chapter 7, Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated, and related governing statutes, regulations,
procedures, and guidelines, including, but not limited to, those adopted by the Mississippi
Department of Finance and Administration.



Source: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 31-1-1, ef seq.; Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended);
House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.

Rule 13.10 Minority and Women Owned Business Enterprises. MDA encourages the maximum
opportunity for increased participation by minority and women-owned business enterprises in the
procurement of goods and services. MDA’s Small and Minority Business Division and
Mississippi APEX Accelerator can provide technical assistance with minority and women-owned
business enterprise outreach efforts.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 69-2-13 (As Amended).

Rule 13.11 Mississippi Employment Protection Act. The Eligible Recipient must represent and
warrant that it will comply with the “Mississippi Employment Protection Act” and will ensure
that all of its subrecipients, contractors, and subcontractors are in compliance through
registration and participation in the “E-Verify System,” the federal employment status
verification system, for all employees.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 71-11-1, et seq. (As Amended).

Rule 13.12 Mississippi Historic Preservation Laws. Pursuant to the Act, an Eligible Recipient
whose project involves “historic property,” which means any building, site, structure or
monument of historical and/or architectural significance as defined by MDAH, shall grant an
easement on that property that will place reasonable restrictions on the use or development of the
land and building(s).

A. MDAH shall be the easement-holder for all historic downtown properties. Any eligible
historic downtown property will require an executed easement with a term limit based on
the awarded grant amount. Projects receiving an MMSRGP grant between One Dollar
($1) and Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000) will require a ten (10) year
minimum preservation easement, and projects receiving an MMSRGP grant between Two
Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,001) and Five Hundred Thousand Dollars
($500,000) will require a fifteen (15) year minimum preservation easement.

B. In cases where the easement is granted to a holder other than MDAH, all terms and
conditions of the easement shall be reviewed by and found MDAH to accomplish the
preservation of the historic downtown property. Such other holder shall demonstrate to
the Mississippi Department of Finance and Administration that it has the capacity and
expertise to manage and enforce the terms of the easement.

C. The plans and specifications for any project requiring a preservation easement shall be
developed in accordance with the “Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment
of Historic Properties.”



The Eligible Recipient will record the easement in the county land records of awarded property
and send MDAH a notarized copy of the recorded easement. The Eligible Recipient will be
responsible for any recordation fee.

Any project involving a property that MDAH has determined to be non-historic property will not
require an easement.

If a building deemed “historic property” is abandoned or not well maintained as determined by
MDAH at any point during the term of the preservation easement set forth above, MDAH will
notify MDA in writing of the violation or maintenance issues, and, after consultation with
MDAH, MDA may take steps to recover the grant award in part or in full from the Eligible
Recipient.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 39-7-1, et seq. (As Amended); Miss. Code Ann. § 39-5-141 (As
Amended); Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.13 Repayment of Funds. Should it be shown that the Eligible Recipient submitted
fraudulent information or documentation to MDA or any other governmental entity, the grant
agreement will be immediately terminated, and all funds will be repaid by the Eligible Recipient.
Furthermore, if the Eligible Recipient violates any terms or conditions of the grant agreement,
the Eligible Recipient may have to repay grant funds. Additionally, the Eligible Recipient may
have to repay grant funds if it fails to complete the project within the timeline established by the
grant agreement and/or if it fails to meet the performance metrics and milestones established for
the project.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.14 Eligible Acquisition Costs. Grant funds may be used for prospective property
purchases or for property acquisitions which have already closed as of the time of grant award by
the Legislature. In the latter case, the Eligible Recipient shall demonstrate that:

A. The closing occurred no more than twelve (12) months prior to the date of application for
the grant, demonstrated by providing at the time of application all closing documents
related to the acquisition; and

B. The subject property purchase was made to help preserve and revitalize the location and
economy of a historic downtown community, demonstrated by the submission of the
documentation required with the application.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.



Rule 13.15 Disbursement of Funds. All grant funds must be spent within the scope of the project
as specifically described in the application. No reimbursement will be allowed for any costs or
expenses outside the scope of the project.

Grant funds are requested by using the MDA approved Request for Cash (“RFC”) form. The
RFC outlines the necessary information about the Eligible Recipient, project, and budget, along
with the required signatures to authorize the request. The expenses and costs reported must be
equal to the amount requested. The amount requested must accurately track and account for
secured matching funds, which must be expended at a proportionate rate with the grant funds.

All RFCs must be accurately completed, or they cannot be processed and will be returned to the
Eligible Recipient for correction. MDA cannot and will not make corrections to RFCs. It must be
noted that inaccurate or erroneous RFCs will delay the reimbursement process and greatly

impact the turnaround time for grant funds to be released. RFC’s must be accompanied by
supporting documentation, including invoices, expense statements, payment receipts, and related
documentation. Failure to provide supporting documentation will also result in return of the RFC
to the Eligible Recipient. RFCs must be signed by the Eligible Recipient’s authorized
representative in order to process the request. All RFC information and documentation will be
verified and approved for payment by MDA prior to submission to the Mississippi Department of
Finance and Administration.

Per established state law and regulations, MDA is allowed forty-five (45) days to process the
RFC. If after the forty-fifth (45") day payment has not been received, the Eligible Recipient
should notify MDA in writing.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.16 Authorized Signatory Letter. When the first RFC is submitted, the Eligible Recipient
must also submit an Authorized Signatory Letter informing MDA of the name of the authorized
signatory or signatories for the project, along with the physical address, email address, and
telephone number for said person or persons.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.17 Implementation and Financing. Eligible Recipients must adhere to all state laws,
regulations, policies, procedures, and guidelines relating to the implementation and financing of
the approved project. Eligible Recipients must submit any and all audit and financial statements
as required by state laws, regulations, policies, procedures, and guidelines.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.



Rule 13.18 Reporting. MMSRGP grants are subject to the reporting requirements of the
“Mississippi Grant and Subgrant Administration Transparency and Accountability of Non-
Governmental Organizations Act of 2026.” Pursuant to this, Eligible Recipients are required to
submit detailed quarterly financial reports and provide progress reports demonstrating how
project objects and performance goals are being met which must be submitted within one-
hundred twenty (120) days after the close of the fiscal year (by November 28"). Finally, all
Eligible Recipients must undergo an annual compliance audit conducted by or under the
direction of the Mississippi State Auditor. Per the law, the failure to meet reporting requirements
or performance metrics may result in the immediate suspension of payments, potential grant
termination, and/or recoupment of funds. Requirements for reporting under this provision shall
be outlined further by MDA in rules adopted by it, which are incorporated herein by reference.

In addition to the aforesaid, MDA will create an annual report to the Legislature on the status of
all MMSRGP projects, which will be delivered to the Legislature with the recommendations on
December 1% of each year. Said report will include the name of the Eligible Recipient, the
project, the amount of funds awarded, the amount of funds expended, and all other measures and
metrics provided in the “Mississippi Grant and Subgrant Administration Transparency and
Accountability of Non-Governmental Organizations Act of 2026.”

Source: House Bill 1171, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.

Rule 13.19 Monitoring and Auditing. MMSRGP funds are subject to audit by MDA, the
Mississippi State Auditor, and other state agencies with such authority. Furthermore, MDA will
conduct periodic monitoring of MMSRGP projects to ensure compliance with all laws,
regulations, grant terms, performance metrics, and other applicable project goals and measures.
For periodic monitoring, MDA will provide the Eligible Recipient with written notice at least
seven (7) days in advance of said monitoring. MDA reserves the right to conduct monitoring or
auditing without notice upon information and belief of waste, fraud, or abuse involving state
funds. All Eligible Recipients must fully cooperate with monitoring and auditing of the project,
including, but not limited to, providing access to all books, records, documents, records, and
information associated with the project, whether in written or electronic form, whether held by
the Eligible Recipient or by any entity in relationship to the Eligible Recipient, such as grant
administrators, benefiting businesses, banks, or other such individuals or organizations. As part
of the close-out process, MDA will conduct a final monitoring and audit to ensure completion of
the project within the scope set forth by the grant agreement, within the budget established by the
grant agreement, and in compliance with all laws, regulations, grant terms, performance metrics,
and other applicable project goals and measures.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session; House Bill 1171, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.



Rule 13.20 Close-Out Process.

A. The close-out process encompasses a series of steps and activities to verify that all
MMSRGP funds have been properly spent and that all MMSRGP actions and activities
have been completed in accordance with legal requirements and performance measures
and goals and within all established budgets.

B. Once close-out monitoring has been completed by MDA, a close-out package will be
provided to the Eligible Recipient, and the following specific conditions will be reviewed
and confirmed to have been met in writing:

1. All costs to be paid with MMSRGP funds have been paid, including, but not
limited to, any unsettled third-party claims; and

2. The Eligible Recipient has fulfilled all of its responsibilities, duties, and
obligations under the grant agreement, including, but not limited to, that all
required match funds have been utilized for the project, any other funds have been
properly accounted for and utilized for the project, all performance metrics have
been achieved, all final permits or licenses for the project have been secured, and
no outstanding findings or legal breaches exist.

C. The close-out package must be fully executed by the Eligible Recipient and returned to
MDA within thirty (30) days after issuance of the close-out monitoring review, along with
an executed Certificate of Completion. It should be noted that incorrect and/or incomplete
close-out packages will be returned for corrections and will significantly delay the
closing of the grant.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.21 File Maintenance. Maintaining an efficient filing system is critical to demonstrating
compliance of the grant and the project with all applicable laws, regulations, grant terms,
performance metrics, and other applicable goals and measures. Any monitoring review or audit is
dependent on the quality of the filing system and ability to review books, records, documents,
and related material within those files. For this reason, the Eligible Recipient must set up both
grant files and project files. The grant files must contain documentation and information that
relate to the overall administration of the MMSRGP project, such as the grant agreement,
amendments to the agreement, budget modifications, overall financial statements, required
historic preservation records, quarterly financial reports, yearly performance reports, and related
material and supporting documentation. The project files should contain specific documentation
and information pertaining to the MMSRGP project itself, such as all project plans, procurement
documents, permits, RFCs, invoices, and related material and supporting documentation. All files
for the project must be maintained for a minimum of five (5) years from grant close-out or for
such other period as required by law.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.
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Rule 13.22 Waiver. MDA, at its discretion, may issue a waiver in writing of any rule or regulation
contained herein to the extent that it is determined that the result of such a waiver will promote
the public purpose of the Act and is not prohibited by any other law or regulation. Such a waiver
is only binding as to the Eligible Recipient and MMSRGP project for which it is issued. Such a
waiver has no precedential standing and cannot be utilized for any other Eligible Recipient or for
any other MMSRGP project.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.23 Appeals Rule. MDA hereby establishes the following rules for Eligible Recipients:

A.

An Eligible Recipient may not appeal any determination related to the application
process, including, but not limited to, eligibility determinations, scoring decisions,
prioritization of projects for consideration by the Legislature, and submission of said
suggested Eligible Recipients to the Legislature. The Act provides that the Legislature has
the final authority over the application review and determination process.

An Eligible Recipient may appeal post-grant disqualification, de-obligation, or demand
for fund repayment by giving written notice within thirty (30) calendar days of the date of
any written notice from MDA of said decision. The appeal must physically be received by
MDA at the address below by the thirtieth (30™) day. If an appeal is not made by close of
business on the thirtieth (30™) calendar day, the Eligible Recipient will be deemed to have
waived the right to appeal the decision.

All appeals must be in writing and state with specificity the basis for the Eligible
Recipient’s disagreement with the decision. Appeals are determined solely on the written
record; there will be no hearing or other oral proceeding conducted. In this regard, the
appeal must address the grounds for the disqualification, de-obligation, or demand for
repayment as provided in the MDA notice. Furthermore, the appeal must provide copies
of all documents, records, papers, or other information to support the appeal. In addition,
all appeals must be signed and dated by the Eligible Recipient’s designated signatory per
Rule 13.14.

To be accepted, the written appeal must be delivered by the aforesaid deadline to one of
the following addresses:

1. By United States Mail to the following address: Mississippi Development
Authority, Community Incentives, Attention: Main Street Appeals, P.O. Box 849,
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

2. By overnight or hand delivery to the following address: Mississippi Development
Authority, Community Incentives, Attention: Main Street Appeals, 15 Floor, 501
North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201

The Executive Director of MDA, or his/her designee, will review the appeal and all
supporting materials and will issue a final written decision. The Eligible Recipient will be
notified by Certified Mail of the written decision within ten (10) days of the decision.
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F. All appeal determinations made by MDA are final with no further administrative review
available.

G. An Eligible Recipient can withdraw the appeal at any time by providing written notice of
the same to MDA.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Adopted
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Title 6: Economic Development
Part 4: Community Services

Chapter 13: Amended Mississippi Main Street Revitalization Grant Program

Rule 13.1 Program Objective.

D. The Mississippi Main Street Revitalization Grant Program Aet-(“MMSRGP”) is
administered by the Mississippi Development Authority (“MDA?”); and is designed for
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the-eonservationto make grants to eligible recipients for projects leading to the
revitalization of Mississippi’s histerie;eultural natural-and seenieresoureesdowntowns

Oor communities.

E. The MMSRGP Aetis authorized under Senate Bil-2359. 2023 Regular Legislative

“AetHthe “Mississippi Main Street Revitalization Grant Program Act”
(“Act™), codified at Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq.. Funding for grants to eligible

applicants is derived from appropriations or funds otherwise made available by the
StateMississippi Legislature.

MDA will accept applications from eligible recipients, prioritize these applications, and,
in consultation with the Mississippi Main Street Association (“MMSA”"), make
recommendations to the Mississippi Legislature no later than December 1 of each year.
The Legislature shall review these recommendations and determine the projects that will
be funded through an appropriation bill awarding grant funds.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); Senate Bill 2359, 20221716, 2026
Regular Legislative Session.
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Recipients” shall be the following entities:

G. A “Main Street Designated Community,” which is a Mississippi “municipality” as
defined by Miss. Code Ann. § 21-27-11, or a local Main Street Program that:
has achieved and maintained “Designated Community Status” from the MMSA,

is a good-standing member of MMSA, and
has obtained Section 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status or Section 501(c)(4) tax-exempt

status or Section 501(c)(6) tax-exempt status from the Internal Revenue Service
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H. A “Main Street Network Community,” which is a Mississippi “municipality” as defined

by Miss. Code Ann. § 21-27-11 and is a good-standing Network Community Member of
MMSA:
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L. A “Main Street Associate Community,” which is a Mississippi “municipality” as defined

by Miss. Code Ann. § 21-27-11 and is a good-standing Associate Community Member of
MMSA;
J. A Mississippi “city,” which is a unit of local government as defined by Miss. Code Ann.
§ 21-1-1 and that otherwise meets the requirements of the Act;
K. A Mississippi “county,” which is a unit of local government as established by the
Mississippi Constitution and set forth in Miss. Code Ann. § 19-1-1, et seq. and that
otherwise meets the requirements of the Act; or

L. A “Business Improvement District,” which is an entity created under the “Business
Improvement District Act” (Miss. Code Ann. §§ 21-43-101, ef seq.) and that otherwise

meet the requirements of the Act.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session; Miss. Code Ann. § 19-1-1, et seq.; Miss. Code Ann. § 21-1-1; Miss. Code

Ann. § 21-27-11; Miss. Code Ann. § 21-43-101. et seq.;: 26 U.S. Code § 501.

Rule 13.3 Eligible Projects. The intent of the Act is to make grants available to selected Main

StreetDesignated-CommunityprogramsEligible Recipients for projects that will lead to the
rev1tahzat10n of M1551s51pp1 S downtowns or commumtles Ellglble coststorthe-expenditireof
Projects include those

that acquire and improve land for thls purpose, th preservatlon and rehabilitation of historic
downtown structures and sites, and initiatives that will produce a revitalization to the economy of

the historic downtown areas.

The Act directs that Eligible Projects must have-the-potential to—generate—inereased—economie
aetivity—in—theregion—The - MMSA-will considerprojeets-inrelation—toaddress the following

criteria:

H. The demonstration of local financial need by providing documentation demonstrating

that, but for the grant award, there are insufficient funds existing from any other sources

for the project, such documentation consisting of bank statements and other financial
records;

I. Projects that demonstrate high local impact through economic impact studies,
urban/community studies, cost/benefit analysis, projected revenue and/or tax generation,
and related analyses;

J. Projects that produce a high level of public benefit as demonstrated from impact studies

and documented public support for the project;
K. Projects that demonstrate best practices in preservation: as endorsed, qualified, and/or

certified by the Mississippi Department of Archives and History (“MDAH”), the National
Trust for Historic Preservation, the Mississippi Heritage Trust, the American Institute of
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Architects, a local historic preservation commission, a related entity as recognized by

MDAH, and/or an expert in historic preservation as recognized by MDAH;:
L. Projects thatwill-havewith local administration, which means those who have designated

certified grant managers/administrators or those with at least five (5) years of grant
management experience, and implementation capacity:, which means those Eligible
Recipients who have previously successfully administered to closeout projects using state
or federal grants without any monitoring or audit findings and who have in place all
required policies and procedures to successfully administer a grant;

M. The distribution of geographic size and location of the project_ by producing maps of the
project site and its impact based on the aforesaid impact studies; and

N. Projects that will be completed on time:-and by creating specific project timelines and
milestones.

Supporting documentation for all of the aforesaid criteria must be submitted with the Application

for it to be considered. Submitting such documentation after the application deadline will not be
considered.

Source: Senate BiH2359,2023Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill
1716, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.

Rule 13-513.4 Match Requlrements The %ﬁ&&kppi—Develepmem—A&theﬁ{Hﬂﬂ—mewd%g%&n{

Gemmum&esAct mandates that MMSRGP may not be used to ﬁnance one hundred Qercen
(100%) of the cost of any project. Eligible Recipients with a population greaterthanof over ten

thousand (10,000) will be required to have a local cash match of twenty percent (20%)—Main

StreetDesignated-Communities-with-a of the grant amount requested and awarded. Eligible
Recipients with a population of less than ten thousand (10,000), will be required to have a local
cash match of ten percent (10%) for the first One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00)
requested, then will be required to have a local cash match of twenty percent (20%) for any
amount over One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00)- in grant funds requested and
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awarded. The local cash match must be secured as of the time of application and must be
demonstrated through a bank statement or an equivalent financial statement.

Matching Fundsfunds must be expended at a proportionate rate with grant funds and recorded on
the Request for Cash.

In addition to this requirement, the Eligible Recipient must demonstrate within the application
that it has sufficient funding to complete the project if costs are estimated to exceed the
MMSRGP grant and match funds.

Source: Senate B 23592023 Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill
1716, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.

Rule 43-913.5 Applzcatzon Requzrements ¥he&pphe&ﬁeﬂ—mﬁs{—b%s&bm&ted—b§#dead¥mes—and
oeed e v re:Applications for funding in the

MMSRGP shall be accegted bg MDA via web Qortal Wthh will be opened on a date certain as
determined and set by MDA with written notification and shall remain open for thirty (30)

alendar days thereafter2 after which no further agghcatlons shall be accegted The web portal

applications submitted outside the portal.

C. Applications must provide all required information, including the following specific
information:

10. A-The name, address, and contact information of the applicant and the-benefiting

entity+differentidentification of how the applicant meets the requirements of being
an Eligible Recipient;
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11. The name of the designated Main Street program, if any, and what level of
membership it holds with MMSA;

12. The name and address of any benefiting entities, if different;

13. B-A detailed description of the project and a narrative explaining how the project
relates-to-the statutory prioritiesof theAetleads to the revitalization of a Mississippi
downtown or community;

14. A detailed narrative addressing each of the criteria set forth in Rule 13.3 (if a criterion

is not applicable to a project, such must be indicated in the Application);

—_—

-A=' Visme CapPp ah smy 7CH A CPToic ah d e aiGo
private-sourees-of fundingThe amount of required match funds and any other funding,
public or private, that have been secured and that will be utilized exclusively for the
project;

16. E-Cost estimate:a-cost-estimate-must-be for the project submitted by an engineer,

architect, or appropriate official;

17. A proposed budget for the project; and
18. E-Timeline for implementation and completion of the project; within two (2) years of

grant award.
Applicants will provide at the time of application all supporting documentation in

ortable Document Format (.pdf) via the web portal. No documents will be accepted once

the submission deadline has passed and the portal is closed. Among the documents which
should be submitted are the following:

et b

10. H-Project Maps-and/or-ConstructionDrawings;fapplieablemaps, construction
drawings, blueprints, and/or related project renderings;

11. The downtown master plan;
12. F-Exeeuntedlf the applicant is a public entity, an executed copy of the local unit of

government’s resolution of authorization to apply for grant funds-(ifthe-applicantis-a
public entity);

13. JExeeutedlf the applicant is a public entity, an executed copy of the local unit of
government’s resolution committing matching funds to the project-Gfthe-appheantis
N

14. Bank statements or financial records documenting the availability of the local cash
match funds committed to the project;

e

15. Bank statements, financial commitment letters. loan documents, documentation of

other grant funds, and related records documenting additional funds, if any,
committed to completing the project;
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16. Records of any property acquisitions, including, but not limited to, closing
documents, offers to acquire property, and commitments to acquire property;

17. Documentation of public support for the project, including records of public hearings
held, letters of support (including, but not limited to, public officials, local businesses,

related documentation; and

M._Proof that E-Verificati i slace. ifasplicable:
18. N-Proof of registration with the Mississippi Secretary of State-Status, if applicable, as

well as the entity’s good standing with that office as of the time of application.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.6 Approval Process for Grants. All applications will be reviewed for eligibility,
including, but not limited to, ensuring that the proposed Eligible Recipient meets the
requirements of Rule 13.2 and that the proposed project addresses the purpose of the MMSRGP.
Following the eligibility review, the application will be submitted to a scoring committee, which
will consist of at least one representative of MDA, one representative of MDAH, and one
representative of MMSA. The scoring committee will score all eligible applications submitted by
the deadline per the criteria established by the Act and set forth in Rule 13.3, as well as factors
related to the completeness of the application. Following this, MDA will prioritize the
applications based on the scoring for consideration by the Legislature. MDA will submit a
prioritized list of eligible applications and suggested Eligible Recipients to the Legislature no
later than December 1 of each year.

The Legislature will review and determine the projects for which to award MMSRGP grants to
Eligible Recipients and shall make said grant funds available through an appropriation bill.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.7 Award Process. Upon MMSRGP funds being appropriated by the Legislature, MDA

will issue a binding grant agreement to be executed by the awarded Eligible Recipient, as
designated by the Legislature, and MDA for the specific amount appropriated by the Legislature
and for the specific project set forth in the application. Any expenses incurred by Eligible
Recipient prior to execution of the grant agreement will not be reimbursed by MDA from grant
funds, except for those expenses specifically allowed by the Act.
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Source: Senate BiH2359,2023Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill
1716, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.

Rule 13.8 Grant Agreement Modifications. Should any amendments, modifications, or extensions
to the grant agreement be necessary following execution, such must take place through a written
request to MDA. When making such a written request, the Eligible Recipient must provide the
specific amendment, modification and/or extension being sought, a narrative written justification
for the same, and supporting documentation for the request. The request must be signed by the
authorized representative of the Eligible Recipient. MDA will consider the request and issue a
written decision to the Eligible Recipient. If the request is granted, MDA will provide an
amendment to the grant agreement or other appropriate written modification, which must be
executed by the Eligible Recipient and MDA before the modification and/or amendment will be
considered effective. No amendments, modifications, or extensions will be considered legally
effective until the process is completed with executed amendments and/or modifications in place
between the parties. Any action taken before completion of this process will be considered a
violation of the terms of the grant agreement and appropriate action will be taken, including, but
not limited to, cancellation of the grant agreement and a demand for repayment of funds, if
appropriate.

Source: Senate BiH2359,2023Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill
1716, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.

Rule 13.9 Mississippi Procurement Law. The Eligible Recipient and any benefiting party of the

grant funds must adhere to and follow Mississippi state procurement laws, as provided in Title
31, Chapter 7, Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated, and related governing statutes, regulations,
procedures, and guidelines, including, but not limited to, those adopted by the Mississippi
Department of Finance and Administration.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 31-1-1, et seq.; Miss. Code Ann.

House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.

: g Bill 2359, 2023 Regular Legislative Sessi
Rule 43+4213.10 Minority and Women Owned Business Enterprises. MDA encourages the

maximum opportunity for increased participation by minority and women-owned business
enterprises in the procurement of goods and services. MDA’s Small and Minority Business
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Division and the-Mississippi ProcurementFechnieal Centerean-assistAPEX Accelerator can
provide technical assistance with minority and women-owned business enterprise outreach
efforts. S FH : ; i i

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 69-2-13 (As Amended).

Rule 13.11 Mississippi Employment Protection Act. The Eligible Recipient must represent and
warrant that it will comply with the “Mississippi Employment Protection Act” and will ensure
that all of its subrecipients, contractors, and subcontractors are in compliance through
registration and participation in the “E-Verify System,” the federal employment status

verification system, for all employees.
Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 71-11-1, et seq. (As Amended).

Rule 13.12 Mississippi Historic Preservation Laws. Pursuant to the Act, an Eligible Recipient
whose project involves “historic property,” which means any building, site, structure or
monument of historical and/or architectural significance as defined by MDAH, shall grant an
easement on that property that will place reasonable restrictions on the use or development of the
land and building(s).

D. MDAH shall be the easement-holder for all historic downtown properties. Any eligible
historic downtown property will require an executed easement with a term limit based on
the awarded grant amount. Projects receiving an MMSRGP grant between One Dollar
($1) and Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000) will require a ten (10) year
minimum preservation easement, and projects receiving an MMSRGP grant between Two

Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,001) and Five Hundred Thousand Dollars
500,000) will require a fifteen (15) year minimum preservation easement.

In cases where the easement is granted to a holder other than MDAH, all terms and

conditions of the easement shall be reviewed by and found MDAH to accomplish the

preservation of the historic downtown property. Such other holder shall demonstrate to

the Mississippi Department of Finance and Administration that it has the capacity and

expertise to manage and enforce the terms of the easement.

The plans and specifications for any project requiring a preservation easement shall be

developed in accordance with the “Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment

of Historic Properties.”

The Eligible Recipient will record the easement in the county land records of awarded property
and send MDAH a notarized copy of the recorded easement. The Eligible Recipient will be
responsible for any recordation fee.

Any project involving a property that MDAH has determined to be non-historic property will not
require an easement.

If a building deemed “historic property” is abandoned or not well maintained as determined by
MDAH at any point during the term of the preservation easement set forth above, MDAH will

2

ez
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notify MDA in writing of the violation or maintenance issues, and, after consultation with
MDAH, MDA may take steps to recover the grant award in part or in full from the Eligible
Recipient.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 39-7-1, et seq. (As Amended); Miss. Code Ann. § 39-5-141 (As
Amended); Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended): House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular

Legislative Session.

Rule 13.13 Repavment of Funds. Should it be shown that the Eligible Recipient submitted

fraudulent information or documentation to MDA or any other governmental entity, the grant
agreement will be immediately terminated, and all funds will be repaid by the Eligible Recipient.
Furthermore, if the Eligible Recipient violates any terms or conditions of the grant agreement,
the Eligible Recipient may have to repay grant funds. Additionally, the Eligible Recipient may
have to repay grant funds if it fails to complete the project within the timeline established by the
grant agreement and/or if it fails to meet the performance metrics and milestones established for
the project.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.14 Eligible Acquisition Costs. Grant funds may be used for prospective property

purchases or for property acquisitions which have already closed as of the time of grant award by
the Legislature. In the latter case, the Eligible Recipient shall demonstrate that:

C. The closing occurred no more than twelve (12) months prior to the date of application for
the grant, demonstrated by providing at the time of application all closing documents
related to the acquisition; and

D. The subject property purchase was made to help preserve and revitalize the location and
economy of a historic downtown community, demonstrated by the submission of the
documentation required with the application.

Source: Senate B 23592023 Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill
1716, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.

Rule 43+4313.15 Disbursement of Funds. All grant funds awarded-must be spent for

imprevements-within the scope of the eriginal-project deseription-asstated-in-the-grantas
specifically described in the application. No reimbursement will be allowed for any costs or

expenses outside the scope of the project.

Grant funds are requested by using the MDA proevidedapproved Request for Cash (“RFC”) form.

The ReguestforCashformprovidesRFC outlines the necessary information about the
reeiptentEligible Recipient, project, and budget, along with the required signatures to authorize

the request. The expenses and costs reported must be equal to the amount requested-and
disbursedineludingany. The amount requested must accurately track and account for secured
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matching funds—Signatures-arerequired-in-orderto-proecess-therequest, which must be expended
at a proportionate rate with the grant funds.

All forms—submittedRFCs must be accurately completed, or theregquestthey cannot be processed
and will be returned to the reeipient—Forms-submitted-with-errersEligible Recipient for

correction. MDA cannot and will not make corrections to RFCs. It must be noted that inaccurate
or erroneous RFCs will delay the reimbursement process and greatly impact the turnaround time

for grant funds beingreleased-beecause-allinformationmust-beto be released. RFC’s must be
accompanied by supporting documentation, including invoices, expense statements, payment

receipts, and related documentation. Failure to provide supporting documentation will also result

in return of the RFC to the Eligible Recipient. RFCs must be signed by the Eligible Recipient’s

authorized representative in order to process the request. All RFC information and
documentatlon will be Verlﬁed and approved for payment bx MDA pr1or to submission to BFA-

s%a%&&ef—yeﬂ-r—req&est—the MlSSlSSlQQl Dep_artment of Fmance and Admlmstratlon

Per established state law and regulations, MDA is allowed forty-five (45) days to process the
RFC. If after the forty-fifth 145“‘) day payment has not been received, the Eligible Recipient
should notify MDA in writing.

Source: Senate BiH2359,2023Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill
1716, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.

Rule 13.16 Authorized Signatory Letter. When the first RFC is submitted, the Eligible Recipient
must also submit an Authorized Signatory Letter informing MDA of the name of the authorized
signatory or signatories for the project, along with the physical address, email address, and
telephone number for said person or persons.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

Rule 13.17 Implementation and Financing. Eligible Recipients must adhere to all state laws,
regulations, policies, procedures, and guidelines relating to the implementation and financing of
the approved project. Eligible Recipients must submit any and all audit and financial statements
as required by state laws, regulations, policies, procedures, and guidelines.

Source: Senate BiH2359,2023Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill
1716, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.
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Rule 13+4513.18 Reporting. RepertingreguirementsMMSRGP grants are subject to Misstssippt
{aw—the reporting requirements of the “Mississippi Grant and Subgrant Administration
Transparency and Accountability of Non-Governmental Organizations Act of 2026.” Pursuant to
this, Eligible Recipients are required to submit detailed quarterly financial reports and provide
progress reports demonstrating how project objects and performance goals are being met which
must be submitted within one-hundred twenty (120) days after the close of the fiscal year (by
November 28™). Finally, all Eligible Recipients must undergo an annual compliance audit
conducted by or under the direction of the Mississippi State Auditor. Per the law, the failure to
meet reporting requirements or performance metrics may result in the immediate suspension of
payments, potential grant termination, and/or recoupment of funds. Requirements for reporting
under this provision shall be outlined further by MDA in rules adopted by it, which are
incorporated herein by reference.

In addition to the aforesaid, MDA will create an annual report to the Legislature on the status of
all MMSRGP projects, which will be delivered to the Legislature with the recommendations on
December 1% of each year. Said report will include the name of the Eligible Recipient, the
project, the amount of funds awarded, the amount of funds expended, and all other measures and
metrics provided in the “Mississippi Grant and Subgrant Administration Transparency and
Accountability of Non-Governmental Organizations Act of 2026.”

Source: SerateHouse Bill 2359, 20221171, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.

Rule 13.19 Monitoring and Auditine. MMSRGP funds are subject to audit by MDA, the

Mississippi State Auditor, and other state agencies with such authority. Furthermore, MDA will
conduct periodic monitoring of MMSRGP projects to ensure compliance with all laws,
regulations, grant terms, performance metrics, and other applicable project goals and measures.
For periodic monitoring, MDA will provide the Eligible Recipient with written notice at least
seven (7) days in advance of said monitoring. MDA reserves the right to conduct monitoring or
auditing without notice upon information and belief of waste, fraud, or abuse involving state
funds. All Eligible Recipients must fully cooperate with monitoring and auditing of the project,
including, but not limited to, providing access to all books, records, documents, records, and
information associated with the project, whether in written or electronic form, whether held by
the Eligible Recipient or by any entity in relationship to the Eligible Recipient, such as grant
administrators, benefiting businesses, banks, or other such individuals or organizations. As part
of the close-out process, MDA will conduct a final monitoring and audit to ensure completion of
the project within the scope set forth by the grant agreement, within the budget established by the
grant agreement, and in compliance with all laws, regulations, grant terms, performance metrics,
and other applicable project goals and measures.
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Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session; House Bill 1171, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.

: ¢ Bill 23592023 Resular Legislative Sessi
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Rule 1347Close-Outl3.20 Close-Out Process. Onee-allfundshave been-disbursed-erprojeet

. lete_d bould submi loted

D. The close-out process encompasses a series of steps and activities to verify that all
MMSRGP funds have been properly spent and that all MMSRGP actions and activities
have been completed in accordance with legal requirements and performance measures
and goals and within all established budgets.
Once close-out monitoring has been completed by MDA, a close-out package will be
provided to the Eligible Recipient, and the following specific conditions will be reviewed
and confirmed to have been met in writing:

1. All costs to be paid with MMSRGP funds have been paid, including, but not
limited to, any unsettled third-party claims; and
The Eligible Recipient has fulfilled all of its responsibilities, duties, and
obligations under the grant agreement, including, but not limited to, that all
required match funds have been utilized for the project, any other funds have been
properly accounted for and utilized for the project, all performance metrics have
been achieved, all final permits or licenses for the project have been secured, and

no outstanding findings or legal breaches exist.
he close-out package S

t&sabmtsswme%l—DA—haeeﬁeetmust be fullg executed bg the Ehglble Rec1glent and

returned to MDA within thirty (30) days after issuance of the close-out monitoring

review, along with an executed Certificate of Completion. It should be noted that
incorrect and/or incomplete close-out packages will be returned for corrections and will

significantly delay the closing of the grant.

Source: Senate BiH2359,2023Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill
1716, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.
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Rule 134813.21 File Maintenance. Maintaining an efficient filing system is critical to the

administration—and-moniteringof yourprojeet—A-sueeessfuldemonstrating compliance of the

grant and the project with all applicable laws, regulations, grant terms, performance metrics,
and other applicable goals and measures. Any monitoring experience-hingesreview or audit is

dependent on the quality with-whichof the grantee-maintains—itsfiling system and the-ease-of

obtaininginformation—fremability to review books, records, documents, and related material
within those files.

For this reasonWhen

setup-theirfiles:, the Ehglble Rec121ent must set up both grant ﬁles and proj ect ﬁles The grant
files sheuldmust contain documentation and information that relate to the overall fundineand
administration of yreurpreteet.the MMSRGP project, such as the grant agreement, amendments
to the agreement, budget modifications, overall financial statements, required historic
preservation records, quarterly financial reports, yearly performance reports, and related material
and supporting documentation. The project files should contain specific documentation and

information pertaining to the prejeetand-shouldMMSRGP project itself, such as all project plans,
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procurement documents, permits, RFCs, invoices, and related material and supporting
documentation. All files for the project must be maintained for a minimum of five (5) years from

grant eleseeutclose-out or for thesuch other period as required as-speetfied-by-governing
regulationsby law.

Source: Senate BiH2359,2023Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill
1716, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.

Rule 1314913.22 Waiver. These-guidelinesmay-be-amended by MbPA-atany-time—MDA, at its

discretion, may temperarily-waive-anyrequirement-of the-guidelinesissue a waiver in writing of
any rule or regulation contained herein to the extent that it is determined that the result of such a

waiver is-towill promote the public purpose of the Act and is not prohibited by State Law-any
other law or regulation. Such a waiver is only binding as to the Eligible Recipient and MMSRGP
project for which it is issued. Such a waiver has no precedential standing and cannot be utilized
for any other Eligible Recipient or for any other MMSRGP project.

Source: Senate B 23592023 Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill
1716, 2026 Regular Legislative Session.

Rule 13.23 Appeals Rule. MDA hereby establishes the following rules for Eligible Recipients:

I‘h;ss‘ss‘pp‘.g evelopment Authority

H. An Eligible Recipient may not appeal any determination related to the application
process, including, but not limited to, eligibility determinations, scoring decisions,
prioritization of projects for consideration by the Legislature, and submission of said
suggested Eligible Recipients to the Legislature. The Act provides that the Legislature has
the final authority over the application review and determination process.

An Eligible Recipient may appeal post-grant disqualification, de-obligation, or demand
for fund repayment by giving written notice within thirty (30) calendar days of the date of
any written notice from MDA of said decision. The appeal must physically be received by
MDA at the address below by the thirtieth (30 day. If an appeal is not made by close of
business on the thirtieth (30'") calendar day, the Eligible Recipient will be deemed to have
waived the right to appeal the decision.

All appeals must be in writing and state with specificity the basis for the Eligible
Recipient’s disagreement with the decision. Appeals are determined solely on the written
record; there will be no hearing or other oral proceeding conducted. In this regard, the
appeal must address the grounds for the disqualification, de-obligation, or demand for
repayment as provided in the MDA notice. Furthermore, the appeal must provide copies
of all documents, records, papers, or other information to support the appeal. In addition,

(=

=
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all appeals must be signed and dated by the Eligible Recipient’s designated signatory per
Rule 13.14.
K. To be accepted, the written appeal must be delivered by the aforesaid deadline to one of
the following addresses:
1. By United States Mail to the following address: Mississippi Development
Authority, Community Incentives, Attention: Main Street Appeals, P.O. Box 849

, Jackson, Mississippi 39205

2. By overnight or hand delivery to the following address: Mississippi Development
Authority, Community Incentives, Attention: Main Street Appeals, 15" Floor, 501
North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201
L. The Executive Director of MDA, or his/her designee, will review the appeal and all
supporting materials and will issue a final written decision. The Eligible Recipient will be
notified by Certified Mail of the written decision within ten (10) days of the decision.
M. All appeal determinations made by MDA are final with no further administrative review

available.
N. An Eligible Recipient can withdraw the appeal at any time by providing written notice of
the same to MDA.

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 57-78-1, et seq. (As Amended); House Bill 1716, 2026 Regular
Legislative Session.

60133593619
Adopted: Nevember15;2023
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