FY2027Pre-Application
Mississippi Appalachian
Regional Commission

FY27 Pre-Applications - Rolling Deadline

The Appalachian RegionalCommission

The Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) is a regional economic
development agency representing a unique partnership of federal, state, and local
government. The Commission is composed of the governors of 13 Appalachian
states and a federal co-chair, who is appointed by the president. Grassroots
participation is provided through multi-county local development districts with
boards made up of elected officials, businesspeople, and other local leaders. Each
year, Congress appropriates funds that ARC allocates among the Appalachian

states. The Governors consulting with local development districts (LDD) draw up
state Appalachian development plans. When the plans meet final approval, funds
are released to implement ARC projects that are consistent with the state plan. The
broad objective of these projects is to provide the basic building blocks that enable
Appalachian communities to create opportunities for self-sustaining economic
development and improved quality of life.

ARCStrategicPlan

A comprehensive strategic planning process involving federal, state, and local
officials and citizens resulted in Appalachia Envisioned: A New Era of Opportunity,
ARC's Strategic Plan 2022-2026, which focuses investments under these five
general goals:

1. Building Appalachian Businesses: Strengthen and diversify the Region's economy

through inclusive economic development strategies and investments in
entrepreneurship and business development.

2. Building Appalachia's Workforce Ecosystem: Expand and strengthen community
systems (education, healthcare, housing, childcare, and others) that help

Appalachians obtain a job, stay on the job, and advance along a financially
sustaining career pathway.

3. Building Appalachia's Infrastructure: Ensure that the residents and businesses of
Appalachia have access to reliable and affordable utilities and infrastructure in order
to successfully live and work in the Region.

4. Building Regional Culture and Tourism: Strengthen  Appalachia’s

community and . economic development potential by preserving and
investing in the Region's local, cultural heritage, and natural assets.

5. Building Community Leaders and Capacity: Invest in the capacity of local leaders,
organizations, and communities to address local challenges by providing technical

assistance and support to access resources, engage partners, identify strategies and
tactics, and conduct effective planning and project execution.

**Pre-applications must meet one of the ARC Goals defined in the Strategic Plan**



Mississippi Targeted Investment Priorities

Governor Tate Reeves has a goal of economic success for all counties in Mississippi,
and he is committed to the betterment of the Appalachian region in Mississippi, and
especially, the vision of socioeconomic parity with the region and the nation.
Projects that leverage other funds, and demonstrate local partnership will be
prioritized. ARC’s mission to invest in, and strengthen economic growth is reflected
in Governor Reeves' priorities of job creation, leveraged investment, site
development, and multi-modal infrastructure.

Important Submission Information

o Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis as Congress appropriates
funds. Generally there are two reviews annually (August and January)

All applicants must have a UEI, active Sam.Gov and Pathways account.
e« Matching funds are required for all ARC grants; see ARC.gov

e ARC funds cannot supplant or diminish the level of other funds (federal,
state, or local) going into the Appalachian region or the project area. ARC
funds cannot replace other funds to continue a project, nor may ARC funds
be used to allow diversion of resources.

e ARC Construction applications require a Basic Agency, Basic Agencies
include MDA, EDA, Rural Development, and HUD/CDBG.

o You must reach out to the RSBA before submitting your application
to ensure your compliance with federal and agency regulations.

o Allapplicants must be aware that work may not begin until approval by ARC
and notification from Basic Agency, and that any significant changes prior to
funding approval may affect funding priority and eligibility. By submission of
a preapplication, applicant agrees to know and adhere to all provisions,
regulations, and requirements of these grant funds including those specific
to the Basic Agency, ARC, 2CFR200, and BABA.

Eligibility:

The Mississippi ARC Program invites pre-applications from eligible applicants. A
pre-application must be received in order to be invited to submit a full application.
Eligibleapplicants mustsubmit thispreappthroughaPDD.

Eligible entities: local development districts, Indian tribes, states, counties, cities,
institutions of higher education and nonprofit organizations located in or serving
in the Appalachian Region of Mississippi.

FY27 County Maximum Counties
Economic Status Match Rate

Distressed 80/20 Chickasaw, Kemper, Montgomery, Noxubee, Panola, Winston,
Yalobusha

At-Risk 70/30 Benton, Calhoun, Clay, Choctaw, Marshall, Monroe, Oktibbeha,
Prentiss, Tishomingo

Transitional 50/50 Alcorn, ltawamba, Lee, Lowndes, Pontotoc, Tippah, Union,
Webster




Pre-Application FY27

Mississippi, Appalachian Regional Commission

Allrequiredfields must be completeand accurate.
Please work with your PDD to complete and submit this form. Email PDF to
Appalachian Regional Office of Mississippi, Andrea Rose, arose@mississippi.org

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Grantee Organization

Grant Project Contact
Name, Title, and Email

UEI

Sam.Gov Active?

Mailing Adress, City, State,
Zip Code

Telephone

(PDD) Grant Preparer
Name, E-Mail, Phone

PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Title

ARC Investment Requested

Project Type

OCONSTRUCTION

(ONON-CONSTRUCTION

Basic Agency
if Construction

Funding Priorities
if applicable

New Jobs Created-

Private Investment

COUNTIES SERVED BY THE PROJECT:

MATCH RATE, AMOUNT, AND SOURCE(S):

CENSUS TRACT(S):

16TH SECTION LAND?:

THRESHOLD REVIEW CLEAR?:

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT(S):

PROPOSED PROJECT PERIOD-OF-PERFORMANCE (Should be 3 years):

Start Date:

End Date:




' Appalachian
Regional

Executive Summary Template

Please use this template to complete the Executive Summary for your project
application. Remember to be as concise as possible. This section should not exceed
two pages in length.

Project Title: Please include a descriptive title of the project

Name: Please include the legal name of the agency, organization, or institution

Impacted Cou Nnties: Identify each county and its economic status (e.g. transitional, distressed, etc.)

Basic Agency: For Construction Projects ONLY

Goal/Objective: identify the primary ARC goal and the primary State goal or objective
that the project will address.

Project Purpose: Please summarize the purpose of proposed project in a single
sentence.

Funding:

Source Amount Percentage
ARC

Federal (Other)
State

Other (Applicant,
Donation, etc.)
Total




Project Description: 1-2 Paragraphs

Describe major activities to be conducted. The description should address who, what, where, when and how for

each major activity.

Strategic Rationale: 1 paragraph MAX

Identify the problems and/or opportunities the project will address, explain the critical circumstances that compel the
project to be funded by ARC, and describe how the project supports a regional strategy or plan.

Collaborative Partnerships: 1 paragraph MAX

Identify local, regional and/or state partnerships that will support the project. You may attach letters of engagement or
similar documentation that verify partnerships as appendices to your application package.

Project Sustainability and Capacity: 1 paragraph MAX

Describe capacity to undertake the proposed activity by describing previous experience with similar activity.
Explain how the project will be sustainable once ARC supportis no longer available.

Performance Measures:

Identify quantifiable output and outcome measures. These must be consistent with ARC guidance (include any

leveraged private investment resulting from the project).



